
South AustralianSouth Australian

Emergency ManagementEmergency Management

ArrangementsArrangements

andand

Extreme Heat PlanningExtreme Heat Planning



Emergency management arrangementsEmergency management arrangements

in SA are governed by thein SA are governed by the

Emergency Management Act, 2004Emergency Management Act, 2004



State Emergency ManagementState Emergency Management

Committee (SEMC)Committee (SEMC)
The Act establishes the SEMC which consistsThe Act establishes the SEMC which consists

of:of:

�� CE of DPC (Chair)CE of DPC (Chair)

�� Commissioner of PoliceCommissioner of Police

�� Chief Officers of the Emergency ServicesChief Officers of the Emergency Services

�� CEOsCEOs of State Government Agencies withof State Government Agencies with

emergency management responsibilitiesemergency management responsibilities

�� a Local Government representativea Local Government representative



SEMC FunctionSEMC Function

�� The SEMC prepares and keeps undeT rhe SEMC prepares and keeps under
review the State Emergency Managementreview the State Emergency Management
Plan (SEMP)Plan (SEMP)

�� The SEMP outlines responsibilitiesT ,he SEMP outlines responsibilities,
authorities and the mechanisms toauthorities and the mechanisms to
prevent, or if they occur, manage andprevent, or if they occur, manage and
recover from emergency incidents andrecover from emergency incidents and
disasters in SAdisasters in SA



SEMPSEMP

�� The SEMP is based on theThe SEMP is based on the AllA HaH zaz rdr sll a a ds
principles as endorsed by the Emergencyprinciples as endorsed by the Emergency
Management Council and EmergencyManagement Council and Emergency
Management AustraliaManagement Australia

�� The SEMP relies on strong cooperativeT ,he SEMP relies on strong cooperative,
coordinated and consultative relationshipscoordinated and consultative relationships
among State Government agencies andamong State Government agencies and
Local GovernmentLocal Government



Functional ServicesFunctional Services

�� Functional Services are a group oF functional Services are a group of

agencies that perform functional roles thatagencies that perform functional roles that

support response and recovery activitiessupport response and recovery activities

during an emergencyduring an emergency

�� They contribute to the coordination role oT fhey contribute to the coordination role of

the State Emergency Centrethe State Emergency Centre



Functional ServicesFunctional Services

Example:Example: Ambulance and First AidAmbulance and First Aid

�� SAASSAAS

�� St John AmbulanceSt John Ambulance

�� RFDSRFDS

�� SLS SASLS SA

�� State Rescue Helicopter ServiceState Rescue Helicopter Service



Hazard LeaderHazard Leader

�� The SEMP identifies Hazard Leaders forThe SEMP identifies Hazard Leaders for
each of the 9 identified hazardseach of the 9 identified hazards

�� A Hazard Leader is the agency which,A Hazard Leader is the agency which,
because of its legislative responsibility orbecause of its legislative responsibility or
specialised knowledge, expertise andspecialised knowledge, expertise and
resources undertakes a leadership role forresources undertakes a leadership role for
multimulti­­agency prevention, preparedness,agency prevention, preparedness,
response and recovery (PPRR) planningresponse and recovery (PPRR) planning



Extreme Weather Hazard Leader
Extreme Weather Hazard Leader

The SA State Emergency Service (SES) is
The SA State Emergency Service (SES) is

the Hazard Leader for Extreme Weather.
the Hazard Leader for Extreme Weather.

The Extreme Heat (EH) Plan will be anThe Extreme Heat (EH) Plan will be an

annex to the Extreme Weather Hazard Planannex to the Extreme Weather Hazard Plan



Extreme Heat (EH) PlanExtreme Heat (EH) Plan

The EH Plan will be an overThe EH Plan will be an over­­ara chc ini gr h ng plp anal n
that identifies triggers/thresholds, phases ofthat identifies triggers/thresholds, phases of
alert, and a range of preparedness,alert, and a range of preparedness,
response and recovery activitiesresponse and recovery activities unu ded rtr aka enen e t k n
by relevant Functional Services and otherby relevant Functional Services and other
agenciesagencies

The associated Communications Strategy isThe associated Communications Strategy is
a key element of the Plana key element of the Plan



Extreme Heat (EH) PlanExtreme Heat (EH) Plan

Although an EH event can impact on:Although an EH event can impact on:

�� agricultura egriculture

�� animal welfara enimal welfare

�� infrastructure e.g. disruption to power ani dnfrastructure e.g. disruption to power and
transport systemstransport systems

the greatest risk and therefore the 
main focus of the EH Plan is on the 
human health impact 



EH Plan includes the followingEH Plan includes the following

levels/phases:levels/phases:

�� Long term planning and summeL rong term planning and summer

preparednesspreparedness

�� Heatwave Awareness: Impending threaH t
eatwave Awareness: Impending threat

�� Heatwave Watch: EH event imminenH teatwave Watch: EH event imminent

�� Heatwave Alert: EH event occurrinH geatwave Alert: EH event occurring

�� Heatwave Urgent Warning: ExtendeH deatwave Urgent Warning: Extended

and/or high impact EH eventand/or high impact EH event



Heat Health Warning SystemHeat Health Warning System

(HHWS)(HHWS)

�� SES SES

�� Department of HealtD hepartment of Health

�� Bureau of Meteorology (Bureau of Meteorology (BoB MoM))

have been working together to develop ahave been working together to develop a

Heat Health Warning System (HHWS).Heat Health Warning System (HHWS).



Heat Health Warning SystemHeat Health Warning System

The HHWS will use meteorological forecastsThe HHWS will use meteorological forecasts

in conjunction with prein conjunction with pre­­ded tet rmr ini edee e m n d

thresholds to initiate interventions designedthresholds to initiate interventions designed

to reduce heatto reduce heat­­related ir mpm aca tst ono huh mam nelated i p c s n u an

health during extreme heat events.health during extreme heat events.



Heat Health Warning SystemHeat Health Warning System ­­

ThresholdThreshold

Based on existing research andBased on existing research and BoB MoM

capability the Heat Health Warning Systemcapability the Heat Health Warning System

threshold has been set as a forecastthreshold has been set as a forecast

indicating that the maximum temperatureindicating that the maximum temperature

for metropolitan Adelaide will be 35for metropolitan Adelaide will be 35ººC oC ror

over for 3 consecutive days.over for 3 consecutive days.



Heatwave AwarenessHeatwave Awareness

When there is a forecast for Day 5, 6 and 7When there is a forecast for Day 5, 6 and 7

(of any 7(of any 7­­day forecast period) ind did cac tit ngnay forecast period) in i a i g

that maximum temperatures for those 3that maximum temperatures for those 3

consecutive days will be 35consecutive days will be 35ººC oC r or vev r Sr ESEo o e S S

will issue awill issue a ‘‘Heatwave AwarenH ese seatwave Awaren ss’’ eme aia l tl om i to

relevant Government agencies andrelevant Government agencies and

Functional Services.Functional Services.



Heatwave WatchHeatwave Watch

When the forecast period of extreme heatWhen the forecast period of extreme heat

is two days out i.e. Days 3, 4 and 5 (of ais two days out i.e. Days 3, 4 and 5 (of a

77­­day forecast period) have been forecad stsay forecast period) have been foreca t

to have a maximum temperature 35to have a maximum temperature 35ººC oC ror

over the SES will coordinate a briefing atover the SES will coordinate a briefing at

the State Emergency Centre (SEC).the State Emergency Centre (SEC).



Heatwave WatchHeatwave Watch

At the SEC briefing, Functional Services,At the SEC briefing, Functional Services,
lead by the SES will review preparednesslead by the SES will review preparedness
levels and decide whether to release alevels and decide whether to release a
Heatwave Watch MessageHeatwave Watch Message tot tht e
o he
community.
community.

If the forecast indicates more than 3If the forecast indicates more than 3
consecutive days with a maximumconsecutive days with a maximum
temperature of 35temperature of 35ººC oC r or vev r aro o e a HeH ata we twava eve
Watch MessageWatch Message shs ala lh ll beb isi sus ede .e s u d.



Heatwave WatchHeatwave Watch

Research indicates that high minimumResearch indicates that high minimum

temperatures overnight exacerbate thetemperatures overnight exacerbate the

impacts of a heatwave, and therefore ifimpacts of a heatwave, and therefore if

the average or mean of forecast maximumthe average or mean of forecast maximum

and minimum temperatures for any day isand minimum temperatures for any day is

3030ººC or over aC or over a Heatwave WH ata chc MeM sss aga eeatwave W t h e s ge
shallshall be isb sus ede .e is u d.



Heatwave AlertHeatwave Alert

�� Once an extreme heat event haO snce an extreme heat event has
commenced acommenced a Heatwave AlH ere t Mt ese sas gegeatwave Al r M s a e
will be issuedwill be issued

�� During the period of extreme heat SED Curing the period of extreme heat SEC
briefings will be scheduled dailybriefings will be scheduled daily

�� Inputs into any decisionInputs into any decision­­mam kik ngn prp oco ese s is na i g r c s in
SEC will include forecasts from theSEC will include forecasts from the BoB MoM
and situation reports from Functionaland situation reports from Functional
ServicesServices



If the situation warrants it e.g.If the situation warrants it e.g.

Health/SAAS report that systems areHealth/SAAS report that systems are

under pressure and increased morbidityunder pressure and increased morbidity

and mortality is occurring in theand mortality is occurring in the

community, disruptions to power andcommunity, disruptions to power and

transport systems are occurring etc. atransport systems are occurring etc. a

Heatwave Urgent Warning MessageHeatwave Urgent Warning Message maymay

be issued.be issued.

Heatwave Urgent WarningHeatwave Urgent Warning



Issues/Challenges:Issues/Challenges:
�� Current limitedCurrent limited BoMBoM forf ece asa tit ngn  cac pap bib lil tytor c s i g a a i i y

�� Coordination of community services sectoC roordination of community services sector

�� Alert and response levels for different agencieA slert and response levels for different agencies
vary e.g. Health and SAAS may be atvary e.g. Health and SAAS may be at
‘‘emergencyemergency’’ levels of response welll  beb fof rer  tht ere eevels of response well e o e h re
is any impact on power or transportationis any impact on power or transportation
systemssystems

�� Cooling Centres/ShelterC s
ooling Centres/Shelters



QUESTIONS?QUESTIONS?
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