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Have your say about palliative care

The Minister for Health, the Hon Bronwyn Pike, MP launched the public consultation paper
Strengthening palliative care; a policy for health and community care providers 2004-09
at the start of National Palliative Care Week on 23 May.

The paper provides policy direction for all health and community care services in the
provision of services for people with a life-threatening iliness, their carers and families.
Care can be provided by generalist services using the palliative approach but also includes
access to specialist palliative care services when required. The paper identifies opportunities
for strengthening the care for people with a life-threatening illness, their carers and families.

The paper can be downloaded from www.health.vic.gov.au/palliativecare Responses to
the paper are due to the department by 25 June. Response submission forms are available
on the same website should people wish to use this format.

Sub-acute Ambulatory Care Services - Update

The February edition of this newsletter provided you with information relating to the
development of the Sub-acute Ambulatory Care Services (SACS) Framework. The Frame-
work will include the development of a model of care that will reflect changes in clinical
practice and new organisational approaches; the consolidation of the SACS funding
streams; and the development of standardised accountability measures and reporting
processes. The progress of the funding consolidation process is outlined below.

As part of the development of the SACS framework a number of funding streams will be
consolidated into a single SACS funding stream in 2004-05 (community rehabilitation
centres, specialist clinics, unassigned GEM, continuum of care, sub-acute allied health,
ambulatory home-based rehabilitation or therapy and same day rehabilitation). The
consolidated SACS funding stream will provide Health Services with the ability to deliver
flexible services in a range of care settings in response to patients’ identified needs.

During 2004-05 a consolidated SACS data set will be developed based on the existing
Community Rehabilitation Centre (CRC) and Specialist Clinics data sets. Existing data
sets will need to be maintained while the consolidated data set is being developed and
implemented. A consolidated SACS data set will enable for the first time comprehensive
statewide service planning for SACS.

Further information and details of notional throughput targets and reporting requirements
for SACS during 2004-05 will be available via the Continuing Care website:
www.dhs.vic.gov.au/ahs/concare.htm in July 2004 or contact Sue Race on 9616 1331.

Introducing Allan Havelock

Allan joined the Continuing Care Unit in
March as Project Officer for the Program
of Experience in the Palliative Approach
(PEPA) program.

PEPA is an Australian Government funded
program that aims to provide primary
health practitioners and residential care
workers with an opportunity to develop
skills in the palliative approach.

Allan brings a wealth of experience to his
new position. He is a qualified psychologist
who has worked in the health /welfare
field for over 20 years. His experience
includes work as a family counsellor for
Centrecare in W.A., Anglicare in Werribee,
and a position as Pastoral Care and
Bereavement Services manager at
Calvary Health Care, Bethlehem.

For further information about PEPA Allan
can be contacted on 9616 1459 or by
email at allan.havelock@dhs.vic.gov.au.
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For further information, or to subscribe or unsubscribe to this newsletter,
contact Coralie Kennedy on coralie.kennedy@dhs.vic.gov.au

Success in sub-acute forums

The first in a series of sub-acute provider forums were held recently in Melbourne.
These forums brought together metropolitan services (on 28 May) and rural and regional
services (on 4 June), in order to:

share data relating to the quality of services provided and examine trends;

update the field on policy and program development issues; and

create opportunities for services to benchmark and showcase good practice in relation
to specific topics.

There was much discussion and networking during the event, with feedback from the
field being broadly positive. In line with comments received, the next forum will combine

both rural and metropolitan providers to brainstorm, benchmark and share innovative
practice.

Future sub-acute forum dates:

Friday 13 August 2004
Friday 5 November 2004
Health services will be contacted shortly with further details.

Placements in palliative care on offer

A new program will give primary health and aged care professionals the opportunity to
gain hands-on experience in palliative care. The Program of Experience in the Palliative
Approach (PEPA) provides a workforce placement with a specialist palliative care
provider - either inpatient and/or a community based setting.

PEPA will enhance the skills and expertise of primary health and aged care workers

in providing care for people who are dying, their families and their carers. It will also:
Support workers to work collaboratively across professional boundaries

Develop and explore opportunities for workers to gain professional exposure to,

and experience in, palliative care

Build relationships among agencies.

People invited to apply include workers in primary health (allied health and nursing)

and residential care, Aboriginal health workers, complementary therapists and volunteer
managers/coordinators.

A typical placement could be either two weeks within a designated period or one day
per week for 10 weeks. Placements will be flexible and planned to suit the needs of
participants. The program will run between September 2004 and September 2005.

Ongoing post-placement support programs
will support workers to implement skills
learned during the work placement.

Employers will receive payment to back
fill staff participating in PEPA and rural
employees may receive an allowance
for travel and accommodation.

The Program of Experience in Palliative

Care (PEPA) is funded by the Australian
Government Department of Health and

Ageing and is managed the Department
of Human Services.

For more information check the

PEPA website on www.health.vic.gov.au/
palliativecare /PEPA

or contact Allan Havelock on 9616 1459
or email allan.havelock@dhs.vic.gov.au.
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