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New look for Continuing Care
The Continuing Care section is responsible for statewide policy development and
implementation. A number of new initiatives have expanded the role and responsibilities
of the Section and, as a result, we have restructured the section into three units. Janet
Laverick is still the Manager of the section (EA - Patricia Bell) and the units are:

Palliative Care and Specialist Programs 
This unit has responsibility for palliative care, renal dialysis, in-patient HIV/AIDS
and grief and bereavement services. 

Vivien Adler (Manager) Gillian Smith

Deirdre Willis Amanda Bolleter

Allan Havelock

Sub-acute Inpatient Services Unit
This unit has responsibility for sub-acute inpatient services, transitional care, the
development of statewide specialist sub-acute services and policy development for
clients with complex needs.

Simon Moy (Manager) Linda Muller

Belinda Gilsenan Coralie Kennedy

Sub-acute Ambulatory Care Services Unit
This Unit has responsibility for sub-acute ambulatory care (including centre-based and
home-based rehabilitation services and specialist clinics), Post Acute Care, Paediatric
Rehabilitation Services, the Pathways Home Program and the implementation of
Improving care for older people: a policy for Health Services.

Sue Race (Acting Manager) Adina Hamilton

Brydie Quinn Carol Pyke

Introducing Sue Race
In September 2001, Sue Race joined
Continuing Care. She brings a wealth of
experience to the section, having worked
as a clinical dietitian across the acute,
sub-acute, HACC and private sectors for
15 years.

Her initial work was on Community
Rehabilitation Centres and Home Based
Rehabilitation programs. More recently
she has been involved in the development
of Improving Care for Older People: 
A Policy for Health Services. 

In her new role as Acting Manager,
Sub-acute Ambulatory Services, she is
responsible for implementing the framework
for Sub-acute Ambulatory Care Services,
the Pathways Home Program, Post Acute
Care and actioning Improving Care for
Older People: A Policy for Health Services.



Work starts on comprehensive assessment
tool identification
In the March Newsletter a call for tenders to review and identify an existing, validated,
comprehensive assessment tool was announced. The Australian Institute for Primary
Care, La Trobe University are the successful tenderers. The aim is identify a tool that can
be applied across service settings to support the provision of a smooth continuum of
care. The target group is older people with complex care needs and people with chronic
health conditions. 

Key steps in the process will include:

• The compilation of a list of attributes and domains that a comprehensive tool should
encompass;

• Consultation with key stakeholders to examine current practice and inform the literature
review;

• The establishment of a technical panel to review the quality of the research evidence for
each tool; and

• A workshop with key stakeholders to review the applicability and practicability of the tools
under consideration.

The project is due to be completed by the end of July 2004. If you would like to contribute
or nominate a tool for inclusion in this review, please visit the Continuing Care website at
http://www.health.vic.gov.au/subacute/assessment.htm and complete a lodgement form. 

For further information contact Belinda Gilsenan on (03) 9616 1313 
or email belinda.gilsenan@dhs.vic.gov.au

National Palliative Care Week
National Palliative Care Week will be launched in Victoria by The Hon Bronwyn Pike MP,
Minister for Health on Sunday 23rd of May at Sunshine Hospital, Western Health. National
Palliative Care Week promotes the awareness of palliative care in the community and this
year the focus is on the contribution of carers.

As part of the event, Minister Pike will open the day hospice at Sunshine Hospital and 
will launch the consultation paper “Strengthening Palliative Care: A Policy for Health and
Community Care Providers”. 

Further information on other activities during National Palliative Care Week can be found
on Palliative Care Victoria’s website www.pallcarevic.asn.au/

Further information about day hospices and the consultation paper is available 
at www.health.vic.gov.au/palliativecare

For further information, or to subscribe or unsubscribe to this newsletter,
contact Coralie Kennedy on coralie.kennedy@dhs.vic.gov.au

*Please note that no data for
Gippsland region is included.

Farewell to Leonie Scott
Congratulations to Leonie for her
new position as Manager, Quality and
Performance in the Cancer Coordination
Unit. Continuing Care is sad to see Leonie
go but wish her well in her new position. 


