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Have your say on renal dialysis services
A project to review current maintenance dialysis services within Victoria is now underway.
The project will help decide whetherVictoria has the appropriate mix and location of
dialysis services to meet future requirements. 

A series of forums are scheduled for May 2004. The forums will provide the field with an
opportunity to discuss the issues that affect renal dialysis services in Victoria and provide
input in working towards possible solutions. 

These forums will be of interest to medical, nursing and allied health staff working with
renal dialysis patients, personnel involved in either the management of renal services
and/or service planning within their health services and peak bodies. However, anyone
with an interest in renal dialysis issues is welcome to attend.

Dates and venues for the forums are:
Ballarat Base Hospital Wednesday 26 May 11.00am to 12.30pm
Royal Melbourne Hospital Wednesday 26 May 4.30pm to 6.00pm
Monash Medical Centre Friday 28 May 11.00am to 12.30pm

Further information and the registration form can be obtained by:
Phone: Patricia Bell on 03 9616 1412
Email: renal.dialysis@dhs.vic.gov.au
Website: www.health.vic.gov.au/renaldialysis/

Paving the way for Pathways Home
The Australian Government recently announced funding of $50.4 million for the
implementation of the policy Improving Care for Older People. The funding is to be
provided through the Pathways Home Program and will help Victorian health services
respond to the needs of older people and prepare for the increasing number who will
require care and treatment in the future.

The Australian Government has acknowledged Victoria’s important older person’s 
policy which was launched in November 2003. The policy focuses on the use of
common processes that can improve the quality and continuity of care experienced 
by older people in hospitals. 

An additional $12.6 million for further projects is yet to be approved. 
Information on this extra funding will be provided as it becomes available.

Further information on Pathways Home is available at
http://www.dhs.vic.gov.au/ahs/concare.htm

Introducing Adina Hamilton
In our last newsletter we flagged the work we 
are doing to develop a paediatric and adolescent
rehabilitation statewide service. Now we would
like to introduce Adina Hamilton who has
responsibility for this project. Adina is looking
forward to opportunities to contribute to the
development of the policy on sub-acute statewide
services.

Adina joined Continuing Care two months ago
and prior to that, was part of the Hospital Demand
Management team. One of her most interesting
areas of work was coordinating the collection
and analysis of data for the quarterly bed census.
The findings from this data highlighted the
problems of people awaiting other forms of care
such as residential care. Adina believes that her
current work will enable her to further contribute
to possible solutions to this and other problems
for people needing ongoing care beyond the
acute setting.  

Prior to joining the department, Adina worked 
for General Practice Divisions Victoria and in
academic research positions. She brings particular
skills in data analysis which will be invaluable to
the Unit.

Adina can be contacted on 9616 1332 or
by email at adina.hamilton@dhs.vic.gov.au. 

Please feel free to contact her and she would be
particularly pleased to hear from people working
in the field of paediatric rehabilitation.



A snapshot of community based 
palliative care services
For the first time, there is a statewide collection of data for community based palliative
care services*. This data will help the department and agencies to benchmark service
provision and plan for the future. 

Community based palliative care services work with patients with a life-threatening
illness, their carers and their families. They also provide advice and assistance targeted 
to individual clients to other service providers including district nursing and residential
care services. 

In the first six months of 2003-04, 7,400 patients received services from community
based palliative care services, the majority of which were provided by nursing staff (76%).
The basic profile of clients showed that:

• 53% were male

• 67% were born in Australia

• 1% were Aboriginal orTorres Strait Islanders

• 87% had cancer, and

• the average time clients were cared for by the services was 4 months.

Charts A to D provide a snapshot of some of the other data.

Age group of patients Who referred the patients?

Where did the patients die? What were the main services provided?

For further information, or to subscribe or unsubscribe to this newsletter,
contact Coralie Kennedy on coralie.kennedy@dhs.vic.gov.au

*Please note that no data for
Gippsland region is included.


